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Care in your own home aﬁ[ﬁﬁmgﬁﬂg
Our commitment to you - We care Passionately. Bluebird Our care service will be tailor-made to suit your care needs
Care provides personal and domestic home care covering and at the times that you want it delivered. We provide a full
the Wealden and the Eastbourne districts. range of services from shopping and companionship to full
personal care including 24/7 Live-in Care.

Our trained and dedicated team will offer our customers a

high quality standard of home care at all times. We believe in ~ We offer many options within our service such as Our

the philosophy of delivering care in "the good old "respite" and "sleep over" services which are specifically
fashioned way". This can only be done with highly tailored to help family carers have a break with the safe
motivated individuals who take pride in their professionalism,  knowledge that we will be there to look after their loved ones.
and always put the customer first.

@ Your care plan will be tailor-made for you.

@ High quality care from 15 mins to 3 hours or more

® Full live- in care service

® Dependable programmed visits

@ All staff are trained, police checked & fully supervised

® We help you maintain your independence
- Trips to see friends, relatives
- Sightseeing or leisure activities
- Shopping
- Washing and ironing
- Personal hygiene
- Cleaning the home
- Assist with medication
- Overnight care

® Call us for a no obligation chat and
assessment of your care needs

Bluebird Care
Eastbourne and Wealden

01825 700702

Wealden@bluebirdcare.co.uk ~UKHCA-

Framfield, Blackboys
and
Palehouse Common
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HOW TO GET IN TOUCH WITH YOUR
LOCAL CHURCH

Vicar: Revd Chris Lawrence
01825 891090
(after hours 01825 890365)

Churchwardens : Mrs Joan Burne
Mr John Mordaunt

Secretary to PCC : Mrs Diana Kentish-Barnes

Treasurer : Mr Norman Jones

All communications for church matters should be directed to

the Church Office — 10.30 am — 5.00 pm (closed Wednesday)

Email - rev.chris@btinternet.com

Post - Vicarage Barn, Brookhouse Lane, Framfield TN22 5NH

Telephone/ leave a message - 01825 891090

From the Registers :

Marriages — those whom God has joined, let no one divide:

FREE SMOKE ALARMS

Your local Fire Service personnel are happy to make an
appointment to visit your home and discuss fire safety issues that
are specific to you. They will also ensure that you have working
smoke alarm(s) within your home and where you do not, they will
supply and fit 10 year smoke alarms.

To request a FREE visit call 0800 1777 069 (call is free).

USEFUL WEALDEN TELEPHONE NOs.

ESCC - General Enquiries: 01273 481000

Adult Education: 01273 481497

Bins and Recycling: 01323 443322 or 01892 653311
Education, general 01273 481000

Leisure centres, swimming pools and parks: 01323 443322
Planning, development, building control: 01323 443322
Road maintenance: 0345 6080193

Recycling sites: 01273 481000

Street Lighting: 01825 890182

Trading standards (consumer issues): 01323 418200
Crimestoppers, report crime anonymously 0800 555111
Police, non-emergency: 0845 6070999

East Sussex Fire and Rescue Service: 0845 130 8855
Home Safety Visit Helpline: 0800 1777 069

THE ADVERTISEMENTS IN THIS MAGAZINE ARE
PUBLISHED IN GOOD FAITH. THE PUBLISHERS DO NOT,
HOWEVER, ENDORSE ANY PRODUCTS OR SERVICES
SPECIFIED

22" October: Jonathan James Guest / Jennifer Louise Powell
Atrest:
28™ November: Michael John Gough
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WHO'S WHO AT THE
St THOMAS A BECKET NEWSLETTER

Joint Chair -
For the Church: Rev. Chris Lawrence
For the Council: Mr. Rob Newton

Co-ordinator and Advertising: Ann Newton
Technical Editor: Barry Richardson

Treasurer: Jan Riddle
Distribution: Derek Thorogood, Delia Gillies
and their teams of volunteers

Printers: "Print Matters",

A bi-monthly Newsletter distributed free to all homes
within the Parish.

Looking for a local venue?
Framfield Church Hall is available for regular meetings, special occasions,
parties and village events.
The hall typically seats up to 60 persons.
Full kitchen facilities are available.

Costs - £7.00/ hour with reductions for regular users and church members.
Tel the Church Office for further details and bookings - 01825 891090.
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Stop Press - God comes to Earth as a baby!!!!

When you think about it, God’s plan to save the world is quite bizarre. Why would
Father God send His son Jesus to earth in such a covert way? A baby born into virtual
poverty in the small town of Bethlehem to parents yet to be married!

Surely if God wanted everyone to know that He was God then perhaps we could have
expected a more dramatic entrance. After all God did some amazing displays of his
power in numerous accounts found in the Old Testament.

If this were not enough how about getting your head around the fact that Jesus was
divine and human at the same time?

Answering these two questions alone gives us a crucial insight into the wisdom of God
and the crux of the Christmas story.

One of the stumbling blocks many people have with God or even being intrigued
enough to find out more about God is that the natural human mind cannot initially
understand the mind or the ways of God. Speaking through the prophet Isaiah God said
“For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways,” declares the
LORD. ° “As the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your
ways and my thoughts than your thoughts. (Isaiah 55:8-9).

The question of Jesus’ divinity and humanity has been problematic down the ages.
However, to Jesus’ mother Mary it was a case of simple acceptance and belief in what
the angel Gabriel told her. Mary was Jesus’ natural human mother but Jesus’ father was
God the Holy Spirit. Joseph adopted Jesus as his earthly son.

The announcement of this perplexing fact is recorded in Luke’s Gospel chapter 1 *° But
the angel said to her, Do not be afraid, Mary, you have found favour with God. L you
will be with child and give birth to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus (which
means Saviour — my note). Naturally Mary asks “°* How will this be, since | am a virgin?

* The angel answered, The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most
High will overshadow you. So the holy one to be born will be called the Son of God..... 37
For nothing is impossible with God. 3 | am the Lord's servant, Mary answered. May it be
to me as you have said.

| believe the reason that Jesus was born as a baby and to all intents and purposes grew
up as a normal child, teenager and adult was so that he could connect with all areas of
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our lives. The pains and joys of earthly life were fully experienced by Jesus so that He is
able to empathise with the whole range of human emotions that we experience.

When we pray (speak and listen to God) we are not communing with a god who doesn’t
understand us, quite the contrary, God is concerned about our lives and wants the very best
for us as you would expect of a true and loving Father. It would be untrue to think that God
is distant and not interested. In reality He is the One who ‘stooped down’ in humility and
entered our broken world to save it.

Another interesting point is in the giving of His name. Have you noticed that Mary and
Joseph never get to choose his name? The angel Gabriel announces to Mary what his name
will be and God appears to Joseph in a dream and tells him - “She will give birth to a son,
and you are to give him the name Jesus, because he will save his people from their sins.”
(Matthew 1:21).

Every name especially from a Hebrew perspective has meaning. A person was and is defined
by their name. Jesus’ name is very specific because it tells us that He is the Saviour. People
get very hung up on the name Jesus and his mandate to save. The reason the world is in
such a mess is due to the problem of sin. Personal sin that we inherit or literally ‘born into’
needs to be recognised and reconciled back to God. Man cannot save himself and re-
establish the original relationship with God that would enable each one of us to love
unconditionally in the way that God loves us. Sin separates and no amount of good works
can make up the difference. Trying to earn our way back into God’s favour is the epitome of
pride.

However, it is often when we run out of ourselves, when we come up against a problem
that we cannot solve or we feel so broken inside that we give up that we start to look
beyond ourselves. This is the place where God resides and it is at this point that the cry of
the heart reaches the ears of God and He says “I am here for you”. This is the point of
transformation and it comes through the simple acceptance of Jesus the Saviour; He alone
turns our darkness to light, our stress into peace and our selfishness into true love, not just
for now but for all eternity. As John writes in perhaps the most powerful, and succinct
words in the Bible - “For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that
whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. (John 3:16).

God with outstretched arms offers His Son as a gift to each one of us, but as with every gift
it has to be willingly received - the question is - have you accepted Jesus for yourself? He is
simply the most amazing gift you could ever receive! | hope everyone in the parish has a
joyful Christmas and a peaceful New Year - Rev Chris Lawrence
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DOWNLANDS DESIGN
& SURVEYING

Need an extension or alterations to your propertyl

We provide a fast, reliable & redlistic approach to providing the
necessary consents required.

Planning Applications, Certificate of Lawfulhess,
Building Regulations.
Also Land Surveys, Measured Surveys, Land Registry Compliant
lease and title plans.
Party Wall & Boundary advice.
Building Maintenance advice, schedules of conditions and
dilapidations.

Contact Ashley Jones mrics

Chartered Building Surveyor
For a free initial consultation

01825 727205

amj.downlands@ricsonline.net

TRANSITIONS
COUNSELLING

Empathic counselling for all ages.
Relationships, loss, separation,
anxiety, stress, bullying, anger,

depression.
Diploma in Child and Family
counselling. Member of ITA.
First session free.

Lindsey Wilde
Ad. Dip. Child and Family
Tel: 01825 761875
Email: lindsey@transitions-
counselling.co.uk

Est. 1985

The Quality Cleaners For:
Carpets, Curtains and Upholstery,
Stain and Odour Removal
Wet and Dry Cleaning Systems

01825 765905
07889 179200

www.mrcleaninteriors.co.uk
peter@mrcleaninteriors.co.uk




Framfield & Blackboys W1
Wish yvou a Merry Christmas
And a Happy New Year

Programme for 2012

January 10™ New Year Dinner

February 14™ at Framfield Memorial Hall: ‘Choice Joyce’ (A taste of
Joyce Grenfell) Mrs Pat Bryer

March 13™ at Framfield Memorial Hall: ‘Travel in the land beneath the
wind’ (Borneo) Speaker Mr Raymond Hale

April 10™ at Blackboys Village Hall ‘The Green Man’ music, song and
Folktales with Dr Lynn

May 8™ at Blackboys Village Hall — Resolution meeting with Ploughmans
Supper

June 12™ at Blackboys Village Hall: ‘My life as Henry VIII’ Mr Tony
Harris

July 10" Summer Outing
August 14™ Afternoon Tea in the Garden

September 11" at Blackboys Village Hall ¢ A Sussex Farm in the 1950’s’
(Cine film) speaker Mr Ian Everest

October 9™ at Framfield Memorial Hall: ‘Witches & Warlocks’ Speaker
Dr Janet Pennington
November 13" at Framfield Memorial Hall: A.G.M.

December 11" at Framfield Memorial Hall: Christmas Party
Framfield & Blackboys

Diary of Church Services

DECEMBER 2011

04 Second Sunday in Advent
10.00 am Parish Communion (CW) with Prayer for Healing
6.30 pm Evening Praise

11 Third Sunday in Advent
8.30 am Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00 am Family Service

18 Fourth Sunday in Advent
10.00 am Parish Holy Communion (CW)
6.30 pm Lessons and Carols by candlelight

21  11.30am Holy Communion (BCP)

24 Christmas Eve
4.30 pm Crib and Christingle Service
11.30 pm  Midnight Holy Communion

25 Christmas Day
10.00 am Family Festival Holy Communion

JANUARY 2012
01 First Sunday after Christmas
10.00 am Parish Communion (CW)
6.30 pm Evening Praise
08 First Sunday of Epiphany

8.30 am Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00 am Family Service
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15 Second Sunday of Epiphany
10.00 am Parish Communion (CW)
6.30 pm Evening Communion with Prayer for Healing

18 11.30am Holy Communion (BCP)
22 Third Sunday of Epiphany

8.30 am Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00 am Morning Praise

29 Fourth Sunday of Epiphany
10.00 am Traditional Matins with Holy Communion

BCP: Book of Common Prayer. CW: Common Worship 2001

COPY FOR THE NEXT ISSUE PLEASE
BY 10" JANUARY 2012
TO
CHRIS LAWRENCE AT THE CHURCH OFFICE -
01825 891090
OR
ANN NEWTON - 01825 890182

www.alliumactivitytoys.co.uk
Or caill: 0] 8 2 5 84093 2 for personal advice, information and brochures

Climbing Frames ¢ Swings & Slides
Pedal Tractors & Ride-on Toys * Go-Karts Trampolines
Croquet ¢ Table Tennis ¢ Pool
- and many more Garden and Indoor Games for all the family -

¢ www.allivmactivitytoys.co.uk Allium Farm, Easons Green, Uckfield, TN22 5RE *

HOW TO GET IN TOUCH WITH YOUR
PARISH COUNCIL

Mrs Ann Newton (Parish Clerk): 01825 890182 (fax/answer
machine). Email: framfield.pc@virgin.net. @ Messages will be
picked up during office hours. All communications for Parish
Council matters should be directed to Ann.

@ YOGA CLASSES

( l] Yoga is an excellent way to gently stretch and tone the

body and de-stress leaving you more energised and
——
e

better balanced.
Experienced teacher (BWY Dip, BA Hons) fully insured.
Yoga Teacher

Mixved ability classes - all levels welcome

H Daytime and evening classes in East Hoathly,
J U I Ie S.I'O n n O r Uckfield and Crowboerough

T: 01892 664883 E juleyoga@btintemetcom Interested? Call - 01892 664883

ROY RIDLEY & JASON PARRINGTON

Tel: 01825 891023 Tel: 01825 831971
Mobile: 07881581637  Mobile: 07834787298
LOCAL BUILDERS
ALL ASPECTS OF BUILDING WORK UNDERTAKEN
FREE ESTIMATES
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HAMMONDS GREEN FARM

nicole

e e R U e e e L el
exclusivelyelegant.co.uk

Couture Bridal Wear

Professional Alterations
Prom Dresses
Flower Girls

07530 609 966

ELIZABETH BROWNS

HAIR STYLIST AT YOUR CONVENIENCE

. CUT & BLOW DRY
. DRY CUT

. BLOW DRY

. HALF HEAD FOILS
. FULL HEAD FOILS
. TINTS

. GENTS CUT

. CHILDS CUT

01825 890 385

Pure Elegance Beauty

for ail yvour beauty needs

. Opi Manicures
. Pedicures

. Gellux Polish

. Facials

. Massages

. Waxing

. Spray Tans

01825 890 385

{% \TT uees|

Specialists
in Marquee Hire

01825 750276

SUSsSEXINarquees.co. k

G N EOLUTIDNS

Servicing & Repair

. Computers
. Laptops

. Game Consoles
. Audio

01825 768548

gnisolutions.co.uk

Cater Hire Services

Contemporary China & Glassware
Hire for the Art of Cuisine

. China

. Cutlery

. Glassware

. Table Settings

01892 654 826

caterhireservices.co.uk

HAMMONDS GREEN, FRAMFIELD, UCKFIELD TN22 5QH

CHURCH AND VILLAGE EVENTS
From Eve, our roving reporter

In September we were pleased to welcome visitors from Canada, on
a journey into their past. Their mother, Flora Skinner, emigrated to
Canada as a war bride in 1946. Having made her home there, she
went on to produce seven children. Three of her daughters and a
niece came here specifically to find their ‘roots’. They found the
gravestones of their grandparents, Flora and George Skinner, who
died in 1958 and 1970, respectively.

George worked for Press and Banks and lived in Gatehouse Lane.
There were some in church who remembered them so were able to
give local information. They visited the Skinner’s bungalow. I think
they had a very satisfactory visit and insight into their past.

On an uncharacteristically warm October Sunday, Framfield Church
held the Harvest Festival service which was well attended, after
which we all enjoyed an excellent harvest lunch. Our catering team
of Frances Brinkhurst, Delia Gillies and Joan Jeffreys, supported by
members of the congregation, can always be relied upon to produce
a wonderful meal. We thank them once again for all their hard
work.

I hope you are all enjoying this wonderfully mild Autumn. We can
still enjoy a cup of tea or coffee sitting outside in the sunshine. We
must make the most of it, because no doubt when it starts to rain it
won’t know when to stop.

Hopefully we have got our Pub back - The Hare and Hounds - a
succession of Landlords and Managers have not produced a
productive venue, but now we are fortunate enough to have Mathew
Marches at the helm! He is going to do Honest Pub Food soon. At
the moment it’s - Sundays Only - and I have to admit to being one
of the first customers and enjoyed an excellent lunch. Mathew is
quite happy for anyone to park in the car park when going to
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Church services. Hopefully local people will have the confidence to
support him in his new venture. - Watch this space.......

At the beginning of October my friend and I flew off to Italy. We
arrived at Naples airport in a thunderstorm, then were driven to our
very nice hotel in Sorrento. It also rained very hard the day of our
return!!! but in between the weather was perfect. Our excursions
included the Amalfi Coast, the beautiful Isle of Capri and Naples.
The scenery is breathtaking and the Italian people were very
friendly and welcoming. A wonderful experience for anybody. So
until next time I'll say...

Chow Chow (Bye Bye).

FRAMFIELD VILLAGE HALL MARKET
Saturday - 17th December -10.00am - 12.00noon
Saturday - January 28th - 10.00am — 12.00noon
Thank you all for your Support in 2011,

We have over 24 Stalls now, a great
variety of Goods for Sale.
If you have NOT been to your local market, then
please do in 2012, its every 4 Saturday
of the Month except August.

The monies from the Raffle/Tea/£1 Stall
all go towards the upkeep of your
Village Hall.

Happy Christmas and New Year
to you all.

For more info ring Sandy~01825 840648.

Framfield CE Primary School

Since writing for the Newsletter in September the school has come very
successfully through an Ofsted inspection which found that our children have
outstanding behaviour, and that by the time they leave, they are ‘thoughtful
and well-organised young people’. These comments are among the many
very positive statements in the report which recognises the many good and
outstanding aspects of the school, including an outstanding Foundation Stage.
The full report is now available on the Ofsted website — do have a look! I
would like to thank my excellent team of very dedicated people who work
tirelessly to provide an excellent learning environment for the children, and
their parents who offer us consistent and creative support. It is a team effort
and we are very proud of what we have achieved together.

This term has been full of enjoyment, with a school focus on animals of
different kinds. A walk around the school reveals a deep interest in dragons —
mythical and real, a fascination with minibeasts, farm animals and there is
potential danger in the Peacocks class which looks more like the jungle than a
classroom! We even had a visit from a miniature farm, complete with a very
small cow, sheep, hens, rabbits, mice and guinea pigs. It was great fun and
we enjoyed sharing it with the Pre-school.

Many of you will already know that I will be leaving the school at the end of
this term. This is so that I can pursue related interests to work with children
as a counsellor. I am looking forward to my new careers, but will really miss
this school very much. It has been a very creative part of my life and I have
thoroughly enjoyed working to make this school a fantastic place for children
to learn and grow. There have been many people in the wider community
who have also been important in many different ways, and I would like to
take this opportunity to thank you all for your invaluable support for the
school. I shall look forward to hearing of its continued success over the
coming years and wish you all well.

Janet Wilde
Headteacher
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Ba].dWinS T"'avel Advantage

National Travel Agent of the Year
Flights / Cruises / Far Away Holidays
Package Holidays / Short Breaks
City Breaks / Skiing / Late Bookings Travel

frweerd PCs Fixed in Your

CERTIFIED

R Home or Officel
Experienced » Qualified « Insured « Local

Insurance / Car Ferries
v Wa come fo youl Car Hire / Eurotunnel
+ All PC problems solved Tailor Made Itineraries
v Home & business services Foreign Exchange

www.baldwinstravel.co.uk
Uckfield:
45 High Street 01825 760488

uckfield@baldwins-travel.co.uk
Tunbridge Wells:
25 Grosvenor Road 01892 511999

tw@baldwins-travel.co.uk

v Friendly, local company
[l TRl v NO CALL-OUT FEE!

g CERTIFIED GEAJ:E;

P S Call or visit pcpal.co.uk

01825 483 000

Business Travel: 01892 515900
bt@baldwins-travel.co.uk
Also offices in Tonbridge, Maidstone &
Sevenoaks Travel

1Brownings Coltages, High Street, Blackboys, East ‘

3<CUT - OUT - AND - KEEP! >{

LESLEYS SOFT
FURNISHINGS
Curtains and roman blinds etc -
Handmade to measure
at reasonable prices,
in her workshop in Isfield.
25 years experience.
Tel: 01825 750408
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MY LIFE WITH FUR AND FEATHER
DOGS SNOW AND SLEDGES.

As 1 write this I can hear the Long Tailed Tits twittering together as they enjoy
breakfast on the feeding station by the kitchen window. These delightful little birds
herald the start of winter and brighten up the cold dark days. Their arrival reminded
me of winter weather over many years.

I have always enjoyed the snow and so have the dogs. A succession of
Newfoundland’s have been trained to pull our old home made sledge. My first
Newfoundland Cassie was the first one to do this. I had a harness made for her and |
was thrilled when it snowed so I could teach her to pull the sledge. This was done
very carefully to build up her confidence, helped by succulent pieces of chicken to
encourage her to haul the strange object behind her. She soon became an expert sledge
dog obeying commands, negotiating gateways and would happily take the sledge
round our fields and little wood. One winter there was a very heavy fall of snow and
all the lanes leading out of our valley were completely blocked with massive snow
drifts. The children and I thought that was fantastic as we could not get out and no
cars could get in. This meant that it was safe to try sledging in the lanes. David was
small enough to ride on the sledge which was great fun. At that time I also had a
miniature long haired Dachshund whose legs were only a few inches long. It was
amazing to watch her cleverly running along the tops of hedges and five barred gates.
Eliza did not sink through the snow as she was so light and had — like all Dachshunds
- very big paws, designed for digging which helped

When sadly I lost a much loved dog I would start all over again with another puppy
and wait impatiently for the snow to arrive so sledge training could commence once
more. The three boys were always delighted to see the snow especially if they could
not get to school. The Newfoundland would pull the sledge up the hill over the
neighbouring fields then the children would wiz down the steepest slopes with much
glee. We all had plenty of fresh air and exercise in snowy weather; my husband busy
sawing logs, the children stacking them and the dog pulling them along on the sledge
or dragging long branches back home from the wood.

Our little wood looks magical in the snow. Tracks of animals and birds crisscross the
sparkling ground. Normally we cannot see what enticing scents dogs are following but
the snow makes this possible.



It is wonderful watching a puppy’s reaction on seeing snow for the first time. They are
usually fascinated and quickly investigate this strange fluffy stuff experimentally
biting and eating it. They quickly become excited, racing round and round nose down
and legs flying. Chloe my latest Newfoundland was only a youngster when she first
saw snow. | opened the door and let her out, expecting the usual puppy curiosity and
excitement. Chloe walked slowly outside, strolled briefly round the lawn, came back
in looking decidedly bored as much as to say, “is that all it is, what’s all the fuss
about?” What a disappointment!

Last winter Chloe had her first lesson in sledging. As I had done with the other
Newfoundland’s, I taught her very carefully, one step at a time. She was incredibly
good, relaxed and steady in her usual laid back way. Before long she had learnt the
commands to “walk on, stand and stay.” I was so pleased with her progress we went
up in the woods round the pond and through the trees. She stood rock still while I took
photos. She looked lovely with her jet black fur against the white snow. I was so
pleased at her standing there; without her lead attached, looking so relaxed. The photo
session finished I thought we would have one more session and go up and down some
little slopes between the trees. Up we went then turned round to come back down. It
was then that disaster struck. I had quite forgotten the old wooden runners had been
replaced by new metal ones to make it slide more easily. The sledge ran forward and
hit Chloe’s back legs. Being frightened she leapt forward, the sledge hit her again. I
was desperately trying to hang on to the lead and calm her down but by now she was
panicking. I could not hold on and she shot off dragging the sledge behind her. I was
horrified as she tried to escape from the terrifying object that pursued her relentlessly.
She vanished out of sight weaving perilously between the trees; then I caught a
glimpse of her careering dangerously past the house and out of sight again.
Breathlessly I followed and at last found her lying down, shaking with fright her legs
all tangled up in the straps attached to the sledge. I felt so terribly guilty letting this
happen.

Since this incident I have tried to gradually introduce Chloe to the sledge again but
she is still terrified. Chloe has always been so sweet and placid but I doubt now
whether she will ever pull a sledge or cart again. It was all my fault for being over
confident.

Hazel Carter

www.hazel-carter.co.uk
info@hazel-carter.co.uk
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HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY

FRAMFIELD & BLACKBOYS

It's November and I’'m sure that like me you are all enjoying the amazing weather we
are having. Long may it last. However it is a little disconcerting for our gardens and
for us to know just how seriously we should take notice of the forecasts that threaten
us with another severe winter. After two bad years | am going to play it safe and
heavily mulch or wrap up all those plants that suffered so badly last time. There has to
be a limit as to how many times some of our more delicate specimens can recover
from such extreme cold.

Our Society has had an amazingly successful year with our numbers increasing and a
bigger attendance at all the events that have been organised. The drinks party held at
The Grange was blessed with a lovely warm evening and it was great to have most of
our members in the same place at the same time so that we could enjoy each others
company. We are all very grateful to Jack and Kathy Gore for allowing us to share
their garden for the evening.

The Summer Show was a huge success and again was a big social gathering as well
as being a Horticultural event that seems to grow larger every year. We are always
looking for more volunteers so please come forward, you will receive a big welcome.

We have had some excellent talks as well as some very interesting outings and of
course we don’t stop there! There are still more events planned before the end of the
year. Keep your eyes open for notices telling you ,”what’s on."

The A.G.M. is on November 8th at 7.30pm in the Blackboys Village Hall, followed by a
talk given by the head gardener of Nymans. Do come along.

Jennifer Graham.

PLANNING A FUNCTION? - NEED A VENUE?

BLACKBOYS VILLAGE HALL CAN SATISFY YOUR REQUIREMENTS.

2 HEATED ROOMS WITH A SEATING CAPACITY OF 100 and 50
RESPECTIVELY.

SECURE OUTDOOR PLAY AREA FOR TODDLERS.

VERY COMPETITIVE RATES FOR BOTH REGULAR AND CASUAL BOOKINGS.

CONTACT SANDIE SMITH ON 01825 890644 FOR FURTHER DETAILS




FRAMFIELD

STARRY CHRISTMAS TREE
In aid of MacMillan Nurses

The Framfield Christmas Tree is here again. Stars are on sale for £3.00 for people to
buy and write messages (permanent ink) to family & friends who are no longer with us
or who cannot be with us this Christmas time due to distance.
All stars will be available to buy from Monday 14 November from the following:

e Framfield CE School

e Framfield Pre-School

e Hair by us
¢ Selina Allen — Tel no: 891110

All money raised will go to Uckfield MacMillan Nurses.
The Tree will be lit from Friday 25 November at 5pm.

Thank you - Selina Allen

|JL\I/E:; ’BAXCK’
SUBGENY

urfing
Patios

Reductionst.

Woodlar%M' agemer Ref)alrs
2 = Gates
Trellls Work

Mob//e 07958 123008 Te/07825 890001

Lap Panels

Friendly Personal Service. Expert Help & Advice. Competitive Pricing.

WE ARE

MACMILLAN.
CANCER SUPPORT

The committee have had several successful fundraising events recently,
starting with the MCS coffee mornings, held in various locations, at the end of
September, these made £1,464. Nationally the current total is just under £8
million. Our collection for two days outside Tesco’s was particularly good and
raised £1,185. At the start on November we held a Christmas fair at the
Luxford Centre. There was a good selection of stalls and together with the sale
of coffee, mince pies, and homemade soup lunches, £503 was raised.

The need for Macmillan services has never been greater, but that need is only
set to grow. That’s why they have developed ambitious plans to reach and
improve the lives of everyone living with cancer over the next 20 years. Work,
family and social life, even the way you look, is changed with cancer. The
Macmillan Support team wish to make sure no-one has to face this alone.

If you or anyone you know has worries about cancer, if they’ve just been
diagnosed or even if their treatment has ended, the Cancerline, Benefits
Helpline, Cancer information Nurse Helpline and Youthline have all been
brought together under one phone number:0808 808 0000 or the website can
always be visited on www.macmillan.org.uk. Information can be had over the
telephone, or you can request any number of relevant booklets.

Ann Press, Local Chairman 01825 890400

NO PARKING PLEASE !

We have recently been reminded that people are using the Southern Water drive to gain
access to the Churchyard. May we remind you that there is no access via that route. The
route must at all times be kept open for Southern Water and residents to obtain access. We
would appreciate the courtesy to these parties by using the main entrance to the churchyard
off Church Approach.

Thank you for your cooperation
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Blackboys Pre-School

Blackboys Village Hall,

Gun Road, Blackboys,

East Sussex, TN22 5JL

Tel: 01825 891113
www.blackboyspreschool.org.uk
email: enquiries@blackboyspreschool.org.uk
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As Christmas approaches, we're looking forward to an action packed few weeks as
we prepare for our Christmas Show, welcome a dance teacher to the school and
continue our regular trips to our allotment.

Montessori and Forest School:

All Blackboys Pre-School staff recently attended specialist fraining into
Montessori principles and Practice, which the Pre-School now applies to some of
our activities. Montessori principals are a wonderful fit with the Forest School
training that staff have also undertaken, which uses the natural environment for
activities, such as den building and craft work. Both methods encourage children
to be able to be independent and confident in their world, to learn life skills for
the future, to be polite, to respect themselves, each other and their
environment.

Growing up green - our allotment:

The children are continuing their regular visits to our allotment. It has now been
divided into separate plots, including a herb garden and dedicated vegetable and
fruit mini plots. We have had a very generous donation of tools from a member of
the community who wished to remain anonymous. We cannot thank her enough. If
you are allotment holder in Blackboys and would like to talk to the children about
the things you grow, drop us a line - we're really love to hear from youl Give
Jenny a ring on 01825 891113,

Blackboys Pre-School - community events:

More than just a village pre school, Blackboys Pre-School is an important part of
village life. We host a number of events coming up open to all members of the
community.
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The term will end with our annual Christmas party with lots of
games and food and hopefully a visit from the man in red himself.
We would like to welcome our new children and their families this
term, Thomas, Dylan & Trinity; we hope you enjoy your time at
Framfield Pre-School.

We are open 7.45 - 6pm daily, including a breakfast club 7.45-8.45
and after school club 3-6pm for 2-11yrs.
We still have some availability for morning and afternoon sessions,
if you would like to arrange a visit or for more information please
telephone Sarah Ridley on 01825 890943.

OFSTED Registration No. 415265

Charity Commission No. 1139563

PLA Member No. 29899

PARISH COUNCIL MEETING DATES FOR 2012

Tuesday, 31 January (BB Trust) Blackboys Village Hall
Tuesday, 28 February (FF Trust) Framfield Memorial Hall
Tuesday, 27 March (BB Trust) Blackboys Village Hall
Tuesday, 24 April (FF Trust) Framfield Memorial Hall
Tuesday, 29 May (AGM) (BB Trust) Blackboys Village Hall
Tuesday, 26 June (FF Trust) Framfield Memorial Hall
Tuesday, 31 July (BB Trust) Blackboys Village Hall

August No meeting
Tuesday, 25 September (FF Trust) Framfield Memorial Hall

Tuesday, 30 October (BB Trust) Blackboys Village Hall
Tuesday, 27 November (FF Trust) Framfield Memorial Hall
December No meeting

Parish Council Website — why not check it out — www.framfieldcouncil.org.uk.

ANN NEWTON/Oct 2011
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FRAMFIELD PRE-SCHOOL

THE STREET

FRAMFIELD

TN22 5NR

TEL: 01825 890943
www.framfieldpreschool@gmail.com

This term we have had a very successful visit from Blackberry
Farms travelling farm, the children enjoyed meeting all the animals.
We have had tortoises visit for the day and a visit from a bearded
dragon lizard. We are continuing to develop our theme focussing on
animals that live in the snow and ice.

We have many fundraising events organised for the run up to
Christmas. We are holding a secret chocolate tfombola at the
School Christmas fair on Friday 25th November and also selling our
100 club ftickets (this is open fo anyone, please ring Sarah for
details) We will be selling bird feeders and reindeer food at the
village market on Saturday 26th November as well as our
traditional chocolate tombola.

For Children in need day all the children were invited tfo make a
donation and come to pre-school wearing something spotty, there
were spots everywhere.

To promote healthy eating we held a "make your own lunch day”,

encouraging children to be independent and make healthy choices as
well as developing their fine motor skills.

-4 -

On Thursday 1 December we will be holding a Christmas themed coffee morning
and Open Day from 9.30am - 11.30am at Blackboys Village Hall. Pop along and
enjoy a drink and a slice of homemade cake, catch up with old friends or make
some new ones. Children, as always, are welcome! We will also be selling Christmas
puddings from the Ultimate Plum Pudding company, winners of a Gold Great Taste
Award no less - and they're a steal at £5.50 each (we're even undercutting
Lakeland!) Go on, treat yourselves and support your local pre-school in the
process.

It's also a chance for people to look around while they're there and see all the
great things Blackboys Pre-School has to offer, so spread the word.

Support your Pre-School:

Blackboys Pre-School is a not-for-profit charity set up with the sole purpose of
providing a nurturing and caring environment for our children. Like many
charities, the generous support of benefactors can make a huge difference. And
we now have a JustGiving page set up which means we are able to benefit from
Gift Aid and claim back tax on any donations made through the site
at http://www.justgiving.com/blackboyspreschool/Donate. That gives us an extra
20p for every £1 donated.

The site also allows people to set up regular monthly donations. A monthly
donation of £10 - the equivalent of just a few cups of coffee -- would make a
massive difference to the Pre-School.

Check out our website at www.blackboyspreschool.org.uk for details of other
events and to sign up to our email newsletter.

Blackboys Pre-School is open Monday to Friday from 8.45am until 3.30pm. We

have places available for September. For information or to book your child in for
a no-obligation free trial, call Jenny on 01825 891113 or email

enquiries@blackboyspreschool.org.uk.

The Blackboys Pre-School team
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At Medici Healthcare we exceed expectations both in the homes we build and the care services we provide.
We welcome you to Manor Gardens, a superior brand new purpose built care home located in the heart of
the Sussex countryside, midway between Crowborough and Uckfield. We provide the perfect combination

of exceptional surroundings and first class 24 hour professional care.

e Long or short stay, respite and convalescent care

* Shop, library, home cinema room
* Family/internet café room, activities room

e Extensive menu, fresh locally sourced produce

® Therapy suite, hairdressing & beauty salon
¢ Daily delivery of newspapers and magazines
¢ Personal laundry and housekeeping services

¢ Extensive social care, including art, gardening,

flower arranging, music, reading and history

e Landscaped and herb garden, woodland walk
e Single en-suite bedrooms, individual terraces,
internet access, remote controlled flat screen

plasma TV and 24 hour nurse call system.

MEDICI
HEALTHCARE

exceeding expectations

Please feel free to drop-in or call 01825 714400 - www.medicihealthcare.co.uk

Manor Gardens | Herons Ghyll | Uckfield | East Sussex | TN22 4BY

Thinking of buying / leasing a
Public House?

Specialist with over 20 years
experience in the Licensed Property
Market

Advice on Lease Terms, Rent
Reviews, Valuations, Sales &
Purchases

For impartial and independent
advice:

John Graham
Licensed Property Consultant
Tel: 07939-223413
e-mail: jpcgraham@gmail.com

VILLAGE
EATING

Co

® Oil Heating Speciali

® Oil Boiler & Range C
@ Service, Breakdown
V/ Efficient & Reliable

& 01825 731900\

www.villageheatingcompany.¢ce.
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FRAMFIELD PARISH COUNCIL — REPORT

Residents may or may not have noticed that Parish Council meetings are now always
preceded by a meeting of one of the Trusts. We have many Trusts, over which the
Councillors are Trustees, and these Trusts have to be run separately from the
Council. Therefore, there is now prior to every PC meeting a meeting of either
Blackboys or Framfield Trust. Blackboys covers the recreation ground, allotments,
Hall and Palehouse Common recreation ground. Framfield just the recreation ground
and Hall. We also administer Framfield Allotments. If there are any queries regarding
any of the grounds, or halls or allotments, contact should be made through me in the
usual way.

Jeff Goggin was co-opted and welcomed onto the Council in September leaving only
one vacancy.

Blackboys — reduction in speed limit. The re-engineering works to the junction of the
B2102 and B2192 in Blackboys will go-ahead in January but ESCC are having a re-
think on the traffic-calming measures to the High Street in Blackboys and the work
has been delayed until the next financial year 2012/13. The Parish Council and
residents involved hope that any proposals which come forward are significantly less
‘engineered’ than what has already been on offer. Councillor Chris Dowling (ESCC)
is working with the Council to progress the works.

Blackboys Village Hall is to be painted internally in the Christmas Holidays and a new gate has
been installed between the old and the new car park to stop the top car park becoming a stop-
off for weekend evening revellers which causes a nuisance to everyone around. The gate
should be kept shut once anyone has gone through.

The Parish Council, once again, will cover the cost of a Christmas tree for the Tree of Light
situated outside the Memorial Hall — further details of how to get involved are elsewhere in the
magazine.

A list of meeting dates for next year is detailed separate to this report. All that is left from me to
say is that the Parish Council wishes everyone a happy Christmas and New Year.

If anyone requires a full hard copy of the minutes for any of the Council meetings please let me
know. All our meeting details are available on our website — www.framfieldcouncil.org.uk.

ANN NEWTON/November 2011

Maria Naylor— Chairman (890946)); Selina Allen (891110); Richard Brocklebank (0788 9336446); Myran Eade
(890507); Peter Friend (01435 867126); Felicity Groves (840341); John Mordaunt (890443); Rob Newton — Vice
Chairman (890103); Ian Paisley (890904);.Ann Newton (Parish Clerk): 01825 890182 (fax/answer machine).
Email: framfield.pc@virgin.net. Messages will be picked up during office hours
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BLACKBOVYS & DISTRICT
HISTORICAL SOCTETY

Time tends to fly by so quickly, it seems impossible that the society is now in
its 15" year and continues to thrive. We again have a varied and interesting
calendar of events organised for members and visitors for the coming year. We
will be holding our Christmas Event on Friday 9™ December in the Blackboys
Village Hall at 7pm. This year’s “entertainment” will be entitled The Turning
Year, with Dr Geoff Doel and Dr Mick Lynn. Tickets are £5 available in
advance only. There is no meeting in January.

In the last newsletter I mentioned that we hoped to be having “an evening of
memories” an informal meeting, with refreshments, when local people would
be invited to come along and share their memories by giving a short talk and/or
by joining in an open discussion about our “local history”. This is scheduled to
take place on May 1* and because the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee will be
celebrated in June, the theme for the evening will be the 1950°s & 60’s.There
will also be a small display of appropriate documents, photos, artefacts. If you
would like to take part or know someone I can contact who might be willing to
participate please feel free to contact me by phone or email. If people would
prefer to write their memories down or have them recorded, or relate them to
someone on a “one to one basis”, that can be arranged. We would appreciate
contact from people all around the Parish, particularly from those who have
any stories from the 1950’s.

Meetings are held in Blackboys Village Hall on the first Tuesday of the month
at 7.30 for 8pm start, unless otherwise stated. Visitors and prospective new
members are always welcome and although most current members are senior
citizens, we welcome all ages.

If you would like to know more about any of the above, or the society’s
activities in general, please contact the secretary on 01825890359 or email

baturner. I 8maple@btinternet.com.

Ann Turner

-22 -

STUNNING WEDDING VENUE - Framfield

Stone’s throw from St Thomas a Becket Church. Beautiful views to open
countryside and back to the church.

Park at the venue from first thing in the morning until you go home.
No worries about driving from one location to the other.

So if you want a hassle free day in idyllic surroundings please
contact Michael Anderson:

Email: michaelanderson@dialstart.net

TAYLORMTOFTS

PARTNERSHIP

ESTATE AGENTS ® 109 HIGH STREET UCKFIELD =™ 01825 767606

Independent Partner Led Estate Agents
MNAEA Qualified
Open 7 Days a week
User friendly website - www.taylortofts.co.uk
Presence on Rightmove,
Primelocation and Find a Property
Mayfair Office
Confidential & Free Appraisals
Exceptional levels of Customer Care
-15-




STOATS ARE 'STOATALY' DIFFERENT......
By Mike Russell of Sussex Wildlife Trust

There can't be many people who at some time in their life who haven't
enjoyed reading 'Wind in the Willows' and will undoubtedly recall that the
'‘baddies’ in Kenneth Grahame's much loved classic are undoubtedly the
stoats and weasels who occupied Toad Hall.

In fact, overtime they have both generally generated an unpopular reputation
and even outright hostility, the epitome of what we think of as vermin.
Amongst landowners the only time they liked to see them was when their
bodies were strung out in a line on a gibbet! 'Weasely' has entered our
vocabulary to describe someone who is a shifty and untrustworthy. So, | think
it's about time that these two unpopular creatures had a public image
makeover.

Neither of them is uncommon, they are widespread throughout the UK
although the weasel is not found in Ireland. You are likely to encounter them
along field edges and ditches in the longer grasses and stoats in particular
don't like to be out in the open whereas weasels have a wider range of habitat
and are more likely to be seen in urban areas.

So, if you see one, how will you tell the difference? Stoats are bigger though
by not much. What you have to look at is the tail and if there is a black tip to it
then you are looking at a stoat. The other name you might know a stoat by is
ermine as they sometimes turn white in winter, especially the further north you
go, but this is an unlikely occurrence in Sussex. Weasels are really pencil thin,
long, sleek and very quick, but essentially the pattern of the fur on both
mammals is very similar. In the end to identify them you might have to come
down to a very unhelpful saying 'weasels are 'weasely' told and stoats are
'stoataly’ different!

That they are voracious and clinical hunters is without doubt and their
unpopularity and subsequent persecution resulted from their occasional forays
into game pens where, as with any predator, faced with an abundance of
potential prey will go on a frenzied killing spree. Despite their similarities there
doesn't appear too much competition for food between them. Stoats will go for
larger prey items, mainly rabbits and water voles whereas weasels prefer
smaller mammals such as mice and voles, though they will both take eggs,
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DRAINAGE

Blocked soakaways
Drains bac king P2
Dhnoxiousismells:?

MARK WA'I'I'S
DRAINAGE

01273 812 331 - 07990 553 747
mark@markwattsdrainage.com

@ Adam D Brock
A Professional 4
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Conscientious & Professional Service
Punctual, Honest, Reliable
Local Recommendations
Experienced in Insurance Quoting and work

Fer free quotations and advice
Tel: 07834 548738

E'll'ml adbservices@virginmedia.
*"4. Five Ashes, Mayfield ,4..

and surrounding areas

Do you need some help with
your computer?

.. then call Sue Roach. I will help you
to...

e Send emails and access the
Internet

e Download and print your digital
photographs

e Compile your family history

e Use spreadsheets

I train at all levels from the beginner to
the more advanced user.

Tel: 01435 867052
Mobile: 07831 134864
Email:
sue.roachl@btinternet.com

Personal French Tutor

Qualified teacher available for after
school French coaching. Tuition for
absolute beginners to GCSE and
Advanced Level French.

Language teaching for holiday and
business purposes also offered to
adults and children of all levels and
ages.

Reasonable hourly rates.
Contact: Louise McGlone (PGCE
MFL French, B.A. Hons.)

Tel: 01825 890775
Email: louisemcglone@tiscali.co.uk




Uckfield

Chiropractic Clinic

Chiropractic care P

1 OOA) DISCOU NT with this voucher

. Back, disc & neck pain

. Sports injuries

. Headaches & migraines

. Joint, nerve & muscle pain

. Baby, child & pregnancy care

Flexible appointment times

Lunchtime, evenings & weekends

initial chiropractic consultation

Massage

. Sports & remedial massage therapy

. Hot stone & Deep tissue massage

Valid on first massage or

Dr Becky Andrew BA, MSc, DC
116 High Street, Uckfield

01825 744100

www.uckfield-chiropractic.com

FOOT CLINIC
ROSIE MOORE M.C.F.H.P M.A.F.H.P

Registered Member of the British Association of
FOOT HEALTH PROFESSIONALS

Orchid Clinic
Civic Centre
Uckfield
TN22 1AE

For all appointments call:

Tel: 01825 762201
Mob: 07929567743

Home visits can be arranged

Z-ALEE'S LOCKS
S

NO CALL OUT CHARGE!

All locks fitted to insurance BS3621

Window Locks « Supplied & Fitted
Fully Guaranteed ¢« O.A.P. Discounts
Insurance Work « UPVC Specialist
Digital Locks * Break ins
Garage Door « UPVC/Patio
Free Estimates * No VAT!!

LOCKED OUT? DOOR JAMMED?
LOST KEYS? NEED EXTRA SECURITY?

Store this number in your
phone NOW! You may need it

Mob: 0792 1068 564
Tel: 01825 480 047 &

Email: lee@lees-locks.com

o 0800 44 88 147
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chicks, insects and worms. Their success depends on the amount of food
available and fluctuates from year to year; starvation is the main cause of
death for both species.

| have had a few encounters with stoats and weasels over the years and,
although not always pretty, have been very entertaining. | was watching a
nestbox at Woods Mill many years ago in which resided a family of great tits
when a weasel rapidly climbed the tree and managed to squeeze through the
entrance hall of the box and undoubtedly made short work of the chicks. Well
you can't consume what probably amounted to at least half your own body
weight without having an impact on the waistline and, sure enough, the
weasel was now too fat to get out the hole. For the next 30 minutes | watched
him gnaw at the hole to make it big enough to slip out, a monumental effort
that required so much energy that probably made it ravenously hungry again.

The whole ecological system by which we all survive requires predator-prey
relationships and stoats and weasels are a very effective part of that system,
and shouldn't be vilified for that role. If you do come across them stay quiet
and still as they will often be unaware of your presence and you might well be
rewarded by observing some natural, very energetic and entertaining
behaviour by one of our most charismatic mammal species.

Mike Russell - Sussex Wildlife Trust - www.sussexwt.org.uk

FRAMFIELD AND BLACKBOYS MONDAY CLUB

6th DECEMBER - Christmas Party - Entertained by:
Framfield CE School Children at
Framfield Memorial Hall 2.30pm

"MAY WE TAKE THIS OPPORTUNITY OF WISHING YOU ALL
A VERY HAPPY CHRISTMAS AND NEW YEAR"

23th JANUARY 2012 - AGM
and NEW PROGRAMME FOR 2012
and COLLECTION OF SUBS - £7
(an increase of £1.00 this year).
For further info ring: Sandy 01825 840648.
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Blackboys Church of England Primary School

One of our first events this year was our wonderful Harvest Festival in
Framfield Church in October. This year's celebration, which was well
attended by parents, focused on A Harvest from the Sea and the money
raised was donated to the Fishermen's Mission. The children’s singing was
of a very high standard, the recorder group performed beautifully, and
Revd Chris gave an amusing and thought-provoking talk.

Visits, assemblies and activities

Earlier this term Years 5 & 6 pupils went on their residential trip and
gave us a fabulous report on their return. They had a wonderful time and
gained so much from the experience - in fact, their film, photographs and
presentations about it made us all feel rather jealous!

Also this term Class 3 enjoyed a visit from archaeologist Mrs Oldham as
part of their Roman topic work. She is currently working on a Roman villa
site at Barcombe and talked fo the class about her work, explaining that
anything they find buried can fell them something about how people used
to live in the past. The class was very lucky to be given pieces of Roman
tile over 2000 years old! A huge thank you tfo Mrs Oldham for bringing
this subject alive for the children.

Our Class 1 assembly this ferm was a real treat! The circus came to
Blackboys as we were entertained by strong men, clowns and acrobats -
and some rather fierce lions and tigers! Class 1 surpassed themselves with
excellent speaking and listening, acting and dancing skills and it was
wonderful to see how all the children had developed since the start of
term. Class 2's assembly this term focused on Keeping Healthy and they
presented some of their wonderful work on this topic. They wrote their
own words, organised themselves very well and presented their knowledge
in a very professional way.
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Three Blackboys pupils recently had the chance to work with New Sussex
Opera: Felix Giles, Jacob Doherty and Ethan Peck all fook part in several
performances of a professional production, including one in London, for
which they had to attend intense rehearsals. They all behaved very
professionally and kept up with their schoolwork too - it was a wonderful,
if tiring, experience for them all. Many thanks to the New Sussex Opera
for offering children this valuable experience and also to the parents
involved who ferried the children to rehearsals and performances.

Our school community

After about 18 months' planning we completed a small building project over the
summer. Once the structure was finished we asked if parents could help with the
painting and decorating and we had a wonderful response - so many of our school
community gave their time and energy and all we have to do now is carpet the
building and start using it.

We would like to thank our pupils, our hardworking members of staff, and our
parents for their contribution to the success of the events and activities
outlined here. Over the next few weeks we look forward to our Carol Service in
Framfield Church and a party for the senior members of our community. We do
hope that you will be able to join us at this special time of year - you will be very
welcomel!

J K King, Headteacher

FRAMFIELD MEMORIAL HALL
AVAILABLE FOR HIRE
LARGE HALL WITH A CAPACITY OF 150.
VERY COMPETITIVE RATES FOR BOTH
REGULAR AND CASUAL BOOKINGS.
CONTACT MARY SHORT ON 01825 890854
FOR FURTHER DETAILS.
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